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[bookmark: _Hlk213244399]Kilkenny PPN Degree Scholarship Programme
Criteria & Application Form

Kilkenny Public Participation Network is funding up to five scholarships for a Level 7 BA Degree in Business, Social Enterprise, and Community Development that reward active citizenship. Candidates who have worked as volunteers in the community, looking for a career change or who have experience in business or social enterprise are particularly encouraged to apply. The scholarship will be awarded to individuals from PPN members organisations across County Kilkenny. These individuals will need to prove that they are active in their community and interested in becoming a PPN Champion.

The course is delivered by EQUAL Ireland and accredited by the Technological University of the Shannon (TUS). This 18 month course starting January 2026 is online with in-person support and peer learning. Successful applicants will receive a scholarship of €2,000 towards their degree. The Course fee is €2,500, therefore successful applicants pay the remaining €500 for course fees.

Eligibility Criteria:
· Be a member of and be nominated by a Kilkenny PPN Member Community Group or organisation
· Meet the minimum entry requirements with EQUAL Ireland and have enough ‘Prior Learning’ (e.g. experience volunteering or business).
· Genuinely have the time to be a PPN Champion
· Be over 23 years’ old
· Be a good communicator and abide by the PPN’s core values
· Have access to the internet and a computer
· Enthusiastic about Kilkenny PPN
· Attend a PPN Champions induction and regular in-person support group meetings throughout the course

PPN Champion Role:
As a PPN Champion you would act as a local leader and support Kilkenny PPN, this may include the following:
· Be actively involved in your community 
· Attend local meetings or help organise local events
· Promote networking and mentoring among local groups
· Assist in getting voices especially from underrepresented groups
· Share relevant information such as funding opportunities, consultations, training events with the community and act as a local hub
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Be member of a PPN working group
· Represent your community on local authority committees 

To Apply:
Please complete the Application Form, closing date for applications is Monday 1st December 2025 at 12:00pm noon.

Please return completed applications by post or email:
Post: Kilkenny PPN, Kilkenny County Council, Patricks Court, Patrick Street, Kilkenny, R95N28F
Email: ppnkilkenny@kilkennycoco.ie

Interview:
Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed on Saturday, 6th December 2025 by a panel including Kilkenny PPN and EQUAL Ireland representatives. 


Any queries:
Contact Kilkenny PPN:
Email: ppnkilkenny@kilkennycoco.ie / Phone: 056 7794255



Further Information:
All Information regarding the Kilkenny PPN Degree Scholarship Programme and course modules is available on the Kilkenny PPN website under the ‘News’ section - https://kilkennyppn.ie/kilkenny-ppn-degree-scholarship-programme/
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Kilkenny PPN Degree Scholarship Programme
Application Form

	Section 1: 

	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Email Address: 
	

	PPN Member Group/Organisation:
	

	Municipal District 
Kilkenny City, Castlecomer, Piltown or Callan/Thomastown
	

	Nominated by:
Must be signed by the chairperson, secretary or equivalent person in your organisation
	NAME & TITLE:

	
	SIGNATURE




	[bookmark: _Hlk213236746]Section 2: 

	[bookmark: _Hlk155361132]1. Please outline your current and/or previous experiences of community work as a volunteer or worker. Please include your role with your nominated PPN member. (Max 300 words)

	















	[bookmark: _Hlk213236945]2. Please outline how you plan to use your knowledge in your community and for your personal development if you are successful in receiving a scholarship? (Max 300 words)

	
















	3. How do you think the business element of this degree will benefit you and your organisation? (Max 300 words)

	


















	Declaration

	· I confirm I have read and meet the criteria for Kilkenny PPN Scholarship Degree Programme.
· I am willing to be contacted by an Equal Ireland representative for a 1:1 Recognition of Prior Learning Phone Interview.
· I am over 23 years old.
· I confirm that the information I have provided is a true account of my experience and I understand that any false information will deem my application void.

Signed: __________________________________   Date: ________________





Closing Date for Applications:
[bookmark: _Hlk213241598]Monday 1st December 2025 at 12:00pm noon


[bookmark: _Hlk213241648]Please return completed applications by email or post:
Email: ppnkilkenny@kilkennycoco.ie
Post: Kilkenny PPN, Kilkenny County Council, Patricks Court, Patrick Street, Kilkenny, R95N28F


[bookmark: _Hlk187399415]Any queries:
Contact Kilkenny PPN:
Email: ppnkilkenny@kilkennycoco.ie / Phone: 056 7794255
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