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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PRINCIPLE FEATURES  

1.0 Introduction 

This document has been prepared in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic 

Act, 1994 as amended by the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009 (Section 46), 

refer to Appendix 1 of this document for copy of Public Notice. 

Kilkenny County Council, as the Project Promoter, proposes to introduce a traffic 

management scheme along the R705 Regional Road on the southern side of The 

Rower village in the vicinity of Ard Mhuire National School and the Church of the 

Assumption. At present the existing parking arrangement in the vicinity of the school 

and church is haphazard and disorganised, particularly at school drop-off / collection 

and mass times. There are no footways on the eastern side of the carriageway and 

no designated facility for pedestrians or vulnerable road users to cross the road. 

 

The existing carriageway cross-section is very wide along the southern approach to 

the village at in excess of 12m. The carriageway alignment, the wide cross-section 

and set-back low building lines, fail to adequately alert drivers that they have 

entered into an urban / semi-urban space. This is particularly an issue at the school 

and church that adjoin the Regional Road. Recent speed surveys indicate that the 

85th percentile speed is 73kph within the 30kph and 50kph speed limit zone 

illustrating a significant non compliance with the posted speed limits. 

The average annual daily traffic travelling along this section of road is in the order of 

2,400 vehicles with 7% heavy goods vehicles. The road provides an important 

strategic route linking the south-eastern part of the county with the connecting 

Regional and National Road network and the larger urban areas in adjoining 

counties. 

 

The proposal put forward contains measures to address the above issues and offers 

substantial benefits to the local community. 

 



2.0 Brief description of the proposed works 

The Scheme for consultation is to be funded by the Department of Transport, 

Tourism and Sport (DTTaS), under the Low Cost Safety Improvement Programme. 

The works proposed were designed to address the safety issues that exist at present 

and include the following: 

 

 Standardisation of R705 Regional Road carriageway width to 6.0m through 

southern section of village;  

 Provision of designated car and bus parking facilities in the vicinity of Ard 

Mhuire National School and the Church of the Assumption; 

 Introduction of a one-way traffic management regime at the school and 

church  

 Provision of new footpaths; 

 Provision of new controlled and uncontrolled pedestrian crossing facilities; 

 Provision of driver feedback signage to alert roadusers of actual speeds; 

 Installation of signing and lining; 

 Landscaping. 

 

Refer to Appendix 2 of this document to see preliminary plan layout drawing. 

 

3.0 Scheme Benefits 

The proposed works will offer substantial benefits to the local community, namely:- 

 

 Standardising the R705 carriageway width to 6.0m, through the southern 

section of the village, will greatly enhance driver awareness of the urban 

semi-urban area which in turn will alter driving behaviour, reduce traffic 

speeds and provide for the accommodation and comfort of pedestrians.  

 

 The introduction of Speed Detection driver feedback signs will compliment 

the existing traffic calming signage, increase driver awareness of the urban 

realm and reduce the 85th percentile traffic speed through the village. 



 

 Where the cross-section permits footpaths will be widened or constructed to 

a minimum width of 1.8m.. This new and safer pedestrian orientated 

streetscape with enhanced connectivity will provide safe access for users of 

all ages and degrees of personal mobility. 

 

 The provision of regularised parking and set-down areas at Ard Mhuire 

National School and the Church of the Assumption will greatly improve safety 

for all road users, but in particular school children and other venerable road 

users. (Kilkenny County Council acknowledges the co-operation of the school 

and church in facilitating and supporting the proposed measures to be 

introduced).   

 

 The proposed improvements will promote a sense of place, pride in the local 

rural community. 

 

 The provision of additional landscaping & planting will improve the visual 

appearance of the area and enhance the urban realm. 

 

4.0 Design Criteria 

The scheme shall be designed in accordance with the NRA Design Manual for 

Roads and Bridges and the DTTaS Design Manual for Urban Roads and 

Streets. 

 

5.0   Funding 

Kilkenny County has secured funding of €60,000 from the Department of 

Transport, Tourism and Sport under the 2018 Non-national Road Low Cost 

Safety Improvement Programme. The funding secured will allow for Phase 

One of the works to be undertaken in the summer of 2018. Completion of 

Phase Two works will be dependent on future funding.  

 



6.0 Habitats Directive Project Screening Assessment 

The Screening for Appropriate Assessment was undertaken by the Local 

Authority and a copy of this report is available in Appendix 3 of this booklet.  

7.0 Submissions  

Representations and observations with respect to the proposed development may 

be made in writing to: 

Tim Butler  

Director of Services 

Kilkenny County Council 

County Buildings 

John Street 

Kilkenny 

  

Submissions should be clearly marked The Rower Traffic Management Scheme and 
the latest date for receipt of submissions is 4pm Friday 20th April 2018.  
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Copy of Public Notice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Public Notice in Compliance with the Road Traffic Act, 1994 (Section 38) as amended by the Public 
Transportation Regulation Act, 2009 (Section 46). 

    The Rower Traffic Management Scheme 

Kilkenny County Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on it under Section 38 of the Road 
Traffic Act, 1994 as amended by the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009 (Section 46), hereby 
gives notice of proposals pertaining to the following development:  

The provision of enhancements to the urban realm in The Rower, Co. Kilkenny, these works shall 
include the following: 
 

 Standardisation of R705 Regional Road carriageway width to 6.0m through southern 
section of village;  

 Provision of designated car and bus parking facilities in the vicinity of Ard Mhuire National 
School and the Church of the Assumption; 

 Introduction of a one-way traffic management regime at the school and church  

 Provision of new footpaths; 

 Provision of new controlled and uncontrolled pedestrian crossing facilities; 

 Provision of driver feedback signage to alert roadusers of actual speeds; 

 Installation of signing and lining; 

 Landscaping. 

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection from Friday 9th 
March 2018 to Friday 6th April 2018 inclusive, at the following Kilkenny County Council offices: 

Kilkenny County Council,   From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm 
County Buildings,   Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays) 
John Street, Kilkenny City. 
 
Kilkenny County Council,    From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm 
Thomastown Area Office,   Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays) 
Kilkenny Road, Thomastown. 
 
Post Office    From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5.30pm     
The Rower    Monday to Friday (Except Public Holiday) 
Co. Kilkenny    Saturdays 9am to 1pm (Except Public Holidays) 
    
    
Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development dealing with the proper 
planning and development of the area in which the development will be carried out may be made 
in writing to the undersigned. The latest date for receipt of comments on the above scheme is 4pm 
Friday 20th April 2018. Submissions should be clearly marked The Rower Traffic Management 
Scheme. 
 
T. Butler 
Director of Services 
Kilkenny County Council 
County Buildings, John Street, Kilkenny. 
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